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Appendix4

Publicsafety

2.7 Licence holders have aresponsibility to ensure the safety of those using their premises, as a part
of theirduties underthe 2003 Act. This concerns the safety of people usingthe relevant premises
rather than publichealth whichisaddressedin otherlegislation. Physical safety includes the
prevention of accidents and injuries and otherimmediate harms that can result from alcohol
consumption such as unconsciousness or alcohol poisoning. Conditions relating to publicsafety may
also promote the crime and disorder objective as noted above. There will of course be occasions
when a publicsafety condition could incidentally benefita person’s health more generally, butit
should not be the purpose of the condition as this would be outside the licensing auth ority’s powers
(be ultravires) underthe 2003 Act. Conditions should not be imposed ona premises licence orclub
premises certificate which relate to cleanliness or hygiene.

2.8 A number of matters should be considered in relation to publicsafety. These mayinclude:
e Fire safety;
* Ensuring appropriate access foremergency services such asambulances;

* Good communication with local authorities and emergency services, for example communications
networks with the police and signingup forlocal incident alerts (see paragraph 2.4above);

e Ensuringthe presence of trained firstaiders on the premises and appropriate first aid kits;

¢ Ensuring the safety of people when leaving the premises (forexample, through the provision of
information on late-night transportation);

e Ensuringappropriate and frequent waste disposal, particularly of glass bottles;

e Ensuringappropriate limits on the maximum capacity of the premises (see paragraphs 2.12-2.13,
and Chapter 10; and

¢ Consideringthe use of CCTV in and around the premises (as noted in paragraph 2.3 above, this
may also assist with promotingthe crime and disorder objective).

2.9 The measuresthatare appropriate to promote publicsafety will vary between premises and the
matters listed above may not applyinall cases.

The role of responsible authorities

9.11 Responsible authorities underthe 2003 Act are automatically notified of all new applications.
While all responsible authorities may make representations regarding applications forlicencesand
club premises certificates and full variation applications, itis the responsibility of each responsible
authority to determine when they have appropriate groundstodo so.

9.12 Each responsible authority willbe an expertintheirrespective field, andin some casesitis
likely thata particularresponsible authority will be the licensing authority’s main source of advice in
relationto a particularlicensing objective. Forexample, the police have akey role in managingthe
night-time economy and should have good working relationships with those operatingin theirlocal
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area. The police should usually therefore be the licensing authority’s main source of advice on
matters relating to the promotion of the crime and disorder licensing objective. However, any
responsible authority underthe 2003 Act may make representations with regard to any of the
licensing objectives if they have evidence to support such representations. Licensing authorities
must therefore consider all relevant representations from responsible authorities carefully, even
where the reason fora particular responsible authority’s interest or expertise in the promotion of a
particular objective may not be immediately apparent. However, it remainsincumbent on all
responsible authorities to ensure that theirrepresentations can withstand the scrutiny to which they
would be subjectata hearing.



